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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

OFFICE  OF  THE  ADJUTANT  GENERAL 

Washington,  d.c.  20sio 


AGDA-A  (M)  (27  Jan  71)  FOR  OT  UT  703095 


2  February  1971 


SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  •  Lessons  Learned,  Headquarters,'  10th 
Aviation  Battalion,  Period  Ending  31  July  1970  (U) 

fioc'.i.’cc'nt  contnins  information  the  Rational 

,  L.'’  0  U  't  d  Gtateo  rithln  t  of 

SEE  DISTRIBUTION  j,'  jc;,  u.  S.  C. ,  H 

7  '  ,  li.',  cr  'Cii';  rcvclL.  >•  contOntB 

in  ci:7  lo  i-i  perLua  pi’onibit#4 

1.  The  attached  ri^iV'i'S  forwarded  for  review  and  evaluation  in 
accordance  w^h  para  4b,  AR  525-15. 

2.  The  information  contained  in  this  ^report  is  provided  to  insure 
that  lessons  learned  during  current  operations  are  used  to  the  benefit 
of  future  operations  and  may  be  adapted  for  use  in  developing  training 
material. 


3.  Information  of  actions  Initiated  as  a  result  of  your  evaluation 
should  be'  forwarded  to  the  Assistant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development, 
ATTN:  FOR  OT  UT  within  90  days  of  receipt  of  this  letter.  , 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 

HEADQUARTERS,  lOTH  AVIATION  BATTALION  (COMBAT) 

APO  San  Francisco  96377 

A^'BACB-AE  U  August  1970 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  -  lessons  Learned,  lOTH  Aviation  Battalion 
(Combat),  Period  Ihdlng  31  July  1970,  HCSt  GSroiU65(R2) 


SEE  DISTRIBUTION 


1.  (C)  Operations:  Significant  Activities. 
•  ■1 

a*  Historical  Events. 


(1)  IXirlng  the  jjtrlod  JL  ilay  1970  ±ol  31  July  1970-  the  10th  Aviation 
Battalion  (Conbat)  provided  the  majority  of  aviation  assets  utiliMd  by 
units  in  the  seven  southern  provinces  of  the  11  Military  Region.  The  major 
units  aupnorted  vers:  Task  Force  South  (TFS).  9th  (White  Horse)  Infantry 
Division  (WHRID),  23rd  Infantry  Division (AHVN;,  I  Field  Forces  Vietnan(lFFV) 
Artillery,  DSA  II  Mllltaiy  RaFlon»  RBCONDO,  end  5th  Special  Forces  Croup. 


4 


I 


^(2)  At  the  beginning  of  the  reporting  period’ (lllay  70)  the  10th  AB(C) 
was  ■'conaitted  to  the  resupply  effort  of  Operation  Eagle  70-1  in  which  the 
’9th  ROK  Dlv  (-)  had  bean  airlifted  into  an  AO  NW  of  Tty  Hoa  on  2S  April  70 j 
The  operation  continued  until  18  May  70.  The  lOth  AB(C)  furnished  eight(8) 
UH-lH’e,  four  (4)  gunshlrs,  and  two  (2)  CH-/.7  aircraft  on  a  daily  baals  for 
resupply,  command  and  control  and  fire  support.  The  operation  was  consider¬ 
ed  successful  and  resulted  in  ?75  enemy  KIA,  3  POW's  c^’ptured,  168  small 
amo-and  20  crew  aor'ed  weapons  caotured.  A  largo  ammunition  cache  was  found 
and  destroyed.  The  AO  v«s  a  stupinr  area  from  ^Ich  enemy  units  directed 
atlacks  against  the  coastal  rcglona  of  Tty  Hoa  and  Phu  Hlep.  In  mid  april 
the  10th  AB(C)  began  ren'iering  aupnort  J.r  the  Plciku,  Kontun,  Dak  Se^ng  erea 
and  was  heavily  committed  on  1  May  70  to  the  Cambodia  CaJhpaign.  The  10th 
AB(C)’b  most  significant  contribution  to  that  effort  was  made  by  the  28l8t 
Avn  Co  (ah)  which  moved  its  entire  operatdonal  assets  to  Pleiku.  The  durat¬ 
ion  of  the  operation  was  from  4  May  70  to  17  May  70,  and  during  this  period 
the  unit  was  In  fli^port  of  Operation! Plhh’Tay  I  in  Cambodia.  This  operation 
was  supported  by  twenty  (20)  UH-lH’s,  eight  (8)  gunships.  and  four  (4)  CH-47'8 
on  a  daily  basis.  The  10th  AP(C)  losses  included  two  (2;  aircraft  destroyed 
and  five  (5)  personnel  killed.  On  20  Mry  70  the  23rd  Inf  Div(AH'T>)  began  the 
first  phase  of  Operation  Plnh  Tny  ITI  which  took  plice  west  of  Due  Lap  in 
Cambodia.  The  45th  Regiment  and  one  FSP  wore  air  lifted  into  the  AO  by  > 
twonty-foup  (24)  T^IH’s,  eight  (8)  gunships  and.  ten  (10)  CH-47  aircraft. 

The  8th  Cnv  ^ginont  marched 'into  the  AO,  The  10th  AP(C)  provided  all 
aviation  support  for  the  assault  with  the  exception  of  six  (6)  CH-47 's.  Initial 
onemy  contact  was  light,  however,  the  operation  was  considored  successful  due 
to  the  muaorous  wd^pons,  ammunition  and  medical  caches  fo\md.  The  155th  Avn 
Co  (ah)  experienced  two  stand-off  attacks  during  May  which  resulted  in  minor 
dnn''rc  to  four  U)  UI^-IH  aircraft,  K  now  typo  of  pcraonnol  bunker  was  con- 
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AVBACB-’.E  13  '.uguat  1970 

SUPJTICTt  Oporational  Report  -  Lessons  Loarned,  10th  Aviation  Battalion 
(Combat),  Period  Ehding  31  July  1970,  RCSi  GSF0R-65(R2) 

The  bunker;  was  constructed  of  half-round  stcol  culvert,  heavy  timbers  and 
Solid  Plate  Strcl(S3P).  The  bunkers  appear  to  withstand  vrftather  conditions 
much  bettor  than  those  of  sandbags  or  conrx  containers. 

(3)  On  8  June  1970,  the  10th  fP{C)  inserted  tho  30th  Roginsnt,  9th  RDK 
Div  into  an'eroa.  twenty  (20)  miles  Stf  of  Phnn  Rang,  ^^slng  rappeling  ropos 
the  Pathfinders  worn  inserted  into  srvera?.  locations  prior  to  the  operation 
to  blast  out  a  landing  »onc.  This  practice  has  been  terminated  due  to  Lack 

of  fire  support  and  security  for  the  Pathflndors.^  One  of  the  tvro  ROK  oonranl'r-s 
\rf*ich  marched  into  +lic  ’.0  met  unexpected  hp“V3'  resistance  on  ^-3.  '’'his  cction 
forced  sovoral  chenpes  of  plans  and  relocation  of  LZ's.  ’’'he  operation  was 
not  considered  succcssfiil.  »The  ROK  units  were  hlndorc’^  by  a  short'^go  of 
adequate  LZ’s,  slow  ground  TOvement  'hrbugh  mountainous  jungles,  and  lack  of 
close  ground  support  due  to  unfavorable  woath^.  Ehomy  forces  in  the  area 
were  well  entrenched  and  had  operated  there  unchecked  for  the  past  throe  years. 
During  the  operation  an  enemy  radio  intercept  unit  cccqulrcd  an  FM  frooucncy 
of  a  friendly  ground  unit,  /n  unsuccessful  attempt  was  made  bf  the  enemy  to 
direct  gunships  from  nsslghod  missions  to  fire  on  frieridly  oloments.  On  12 
June  1970  the  ^2d  Avn^o  f*Jl)  experienced  a  stand-off  mortar  attack.  The  unit 
sustained  negligible  damage  to  malntononcc  ccailpnont.  On  20  June  1970,  the 
2d  phase  of  Operation  Blnh  Tay  III  began  in  Cambodia  west  of 'Pan 'Don  Special 
Forces  Comp.  Two  battalions  each  of  the  Ai’ith  and  45th  Regiments,  ?3rd  Ind 

DIv(ARVN)  and  two  FSB  wore  staged  out  of  Ban  Don,  utilizing  twenty  six  (26) 

UH-lH’a,\ton  gunshipa  and  twelve^  (12)  CH-47  aircraft.  The  ART!’  units  were 
inserted  12  kllonctora  inside  Cambodia  directly  west  of  .  Ban  Don.  The  mission 
requirements  nocoasiatod  the  establishment  of  a  forvr.rd  aviation  fuel  point 
at  Ban  Don.  This  requirement  sovorly  toitcd  the  POL  capabilltido  ■  cf  ’  the.  10th 
AB(C).  The  operat.lon  was  considered  successful.  Caches  of  weapons,  amunltion 
and  medical  suppHos  wore  captured.  7h®  155th  Atm  Co  (AH)  experienced  a  stand¬ 
off  mortar  attack  on  9  Jul  70  and  sustainod  danrkc  to  two  and  two  gun- 

ships. 

(4)  On  4  July  1970  in  support  of  Operation  "Handcock  Gold"  the  10th  fJ(C) 

was  to  insert  tho  3/506  Inf  Bn,  I/50  Kcch  Inf  Pn,  C  Company  75th  Ranger  Bn  and 

4Ath  Kept,  (AIBRJ)  and  three  FBS’s  within  a  twelve  hour  time  frame  into  MR-6, 

Location  of  ^^U6  was  approximately  25  miles  NW  of  Phan  Theit.  Required 
Aviation  assets  for  this  operation  were  fourty  8ovon(47)  UH-lH’s,  sixtoon 

(15)  UH-IC  gurlships  juid  twelve  (12)  CH-47  aircraft.  On  IVDay  '/cathor  condit¬ 
ions  in  the  AO  forced  2/  hour  delay.  On  tho  morning  of  Dfl,  woathor  condit¬ 
ions  had  not  lnpro|Vcd,  However,  at  approximately  1000  hours  improving  woath¬ 
or  conditions  in  tho  eastern  sector  of  the  AO  pormittod  tho  operation  to  boglh. 
At  1000  hours  on  I>t2  the  advised  f’c  AK’TC  that  forcast  weather  conditions 

did  not  appear  satisfactory  for  cont-inuing  the  operation  as  orginallj'  planned 
and  that  it  would  bo  advisable  to  formulate  on  altomate  plan.  ^  1300  hours 
or  Df2  on  alternate  was  in  effect.  The  al tomato  plan  rcoulrod  the  10th  '13(0) 
to  insert  the  3/5O6  into  LZ's  a.ione  the  SZ  odre  of  their  orglnal  AO.  Tvro 
companies  from  the  1/50  Pn  were  to  be  inserted  into  an  altomata  AO  located 
15  miles  ITS  of  Phem  Thict,  The  insertion  of  +he  3/506  though  h-mperod  by 
severe  weather  conditions  which  included  low  cloud  cover  and'  mo^rato  tmrbu- 
lancc  was  completed  at  1800  hours.  The  insertion  of  the  1/50  Bn  bogin  •'t 
1500  hours  and  was  completed  by  1700  hours,  Tho  44th  Regt,  (.'Jrf)  was  inserted 
into  its  original  AO  which  vras  cor.plcted  by  1730  hours.  On  IH‘2,  tho  I/50  Pn 
was  inserted  into  original  <rfih  fru  oroblcns  experienced ,  ' 
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Support  of  Hondcock  Gold  contlnuod  for  nine  (9)  doya.  Tho  operation  was 
conaidorod  very  auccoaaful.  On  9  July  1970  tho  92d  Avn  Co  (AH)  roeoivod  a 
107191  rookot  which  cauacd  moderate  danago  to  tho  opomtlona  bi^ldlng.  There 
wore  no  eaaualtlea.  18  July  1970  the  155th  Avn  Co  (AH)  experienced  one 
standoff  mortar  attack  and  throo  gunahipa  auatainod  moderate  damage. 

(5)  The  10th  AB(C)  inatituted  aevoral  now  training  progroma  during  the 
reporting  period,  Tho  Pathfinder  Dotachnont  began  eonducting  claaaoa  on 
demolitions,  "Ir,  traffic  control,  rnd  other  related  aubjoeta.  Inatruetlon 
la  to  bo  given  on  a  weekly  b'^aia,  A  aix  hour  program  of  inatruetlon  vaa 
initiated  for  newly  aaaignod  aviatora  who  will  recivo  tho  inatruetlon  during 
their  flrat  two  wcoka  in  tho  battalion# '  Tho  elnaa  hra  boon  quite  aueceaaful 
thus  far,  in  olght  hour  program  of  inatruetlon  for  supported  tactical  \mlt 
eormandors  is  ncoa^onplctlon,  Theso  elasso^  doflno  responsibilities  between 
tho  s*q)portod  iinit  and  the  aviation  unit,  aha  describes  tha  proper  use  of 
assault  aircraft.  Pro  son  tat  ions,  will  begin  in  the  noar  future.  Additionally, 
the  battalion  contlnxiod  its  progron  of  aviation  safety  training  roA  roplaco- 
ment  training  for  newly  oaaignod  enlisted  personnel. 

(6)  A  vigorous  l[ntolligeneo  gathering  effort  was  conducted  on  tho  part 
of  tho  battalion  S-2  Section  during  the  reporting  poriod,  (See  Port  II)  Biomy 
antiaircraft  fire  accounted  for  fifty  sovon  (57)  aircraft  taking  hlta,  and 
ten  (10)  more  being  ahot  at.  It  la  interesting  to  note  that  the  greatest 
nmber  of  aircraft  hlta  wore  token  at  r.  .location  ond  tine  ^cn  an  operation 
was  jbclng  conducted,  Aa  a  ri.sult  no  definite  pattoms  can  bo  developed  from 
the  hit  reports.  The  10th  AE(C)  Validated  sovcnty-nlno  (79)  secret  clearances 
and  granted  fourteen  (14)  now  secret  clear.'’ncoa,  '• 

b,  (U)  Chmgoa  in  Ihlt  Mission* 

Thoro  woro  no  changes  in  tho  nlasion  of  tho  10th  Aviation  Battalion 
(Combat)  durlr'’  the  reporting  period,. 

c,  (U)  Organizational  Chrngos: 

There  woro  no  organizational  changes  in  the  lOth  Aviation‘s  Battalion 
(Combat)  during  the  reporting  poriod.  An  organization  chart  la  attached  as 
Incloauxo  1, 


Key  Personnel  Chanpos* 


(l)  On  29  May  1970  Captjiin  Larry  R,  Mnddox,  Inf, 


aasuned 


duties  08  tho  Hattal'' on^^^o^tl^  10th  j^Vi ation  Entt al.l on ( Combat )  from  Major 
Rodney  D.  Lester,  Inf, 

(2)  On  29  May  1970  Captain  Jones  E.  Roborts,  Jr.,  FA, 

aasuned  connand  of  the  HHC,^10t}^^i^ion  B.attp.lion  (Combat),  from  Crtptoin 
H.  Rmdall  Strlnghrm,  Inf, 

(3)  On  4  Juno  1970  Major  James  L,  Higpinbothnn,  Inf. 

Adnured  of  tho  192^Avlati^  Company  (Assault  Hclieopter)  .^ron 


Major  jcbii  Jones,  R.\, 
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StSJBGTt  OporotlonrJ.  Report  -  Lossohs  fcazU^,  10th  Avl^.tlon  Battalion 
(Conbat),  Period  Qtding  31  July  1970,  KSt  GSroiU65(R2) 

(4)  On  9  Jiaio  1970  Major  Rodnoy  D.  Looter,  Inf,  aasunod 

dutioa  as  tho  Batthlion  5-3  of  tho  10th  ibriation  Batt?.lion  (Conbat)  fron 
Mojor  Roy  5*  Louty,  Inf, 

(5)  Ch  9  Juno  1970  Major  Roy  S.  Louty,  lAf f  _ , 

dutica  aa  Exocutivo  Officer  of  the  10th  Aviation  Bottc.lion  (Conba^)  fron 
Major  Robort  H.  Kelly,  Inf, 


assunod 


aasunod 


(6)  On  10  June  1970  Major  Rowlrnd  G.  Steel,  RA, _ 

comnnd  of  the  155th  Aviation  Conpony  (Aaaault  Kblieoptor)  fr^n  Major  Gorard 
H.  Luiai,  Inf, 


(7  On  15  Juno  1970  lAoutonont  Colonol  Jack  'A.  Walker,  Jr. ,  Inf, 

_ aaawod  cotEcnd.of  tho  10th  Aviationjattalion  (Conbat) fron 

Loutenont  Colonol  Sonuol  V.  Patellos,  Inf, 

(8)  On  15  Juno  1970  Captain  Andrav  M.  Harkol,  ORDC,  eaaunod 

dutioa  aa  Battalion  S-4jOftho3£th  Aviation  Battalion  (Conbat^r?o  Captain 
Chotlnin  D.  Craig,  FA, 

(9)  On  15  Juno  1970  Captain  Jonoa  V*  Hudpina  Sr.,  1C,  aaauncd 

dutioa  aa  Battalion  Aviation  Maintonance  Officer  of  the  lOti^^iatioi^attalion 
(Conbat)  from  Coptain  Vincent  P,  Maaewao,'  Inf,  | 

(10 )  On  23  Juno  1970.  Captain  Earle  J,  Rogora,  MC, _ 

commd  of  tho  8th  Medical  Dotachnent  of  tho  155th  Aviation  Conp"'jr*^( Assault 
Holicoptor)  fron  Captain  John  W.  Ellia  II,  MC, 


aaauped 


(ll)  On  7  July  1970  Major  Michael  J.  *^lfo.  Inf , aasuned 
comand  of  the  281st  Aviation  Conpanv  (Assault  BoUcopter)  fron  Major 
Darryl  M,  Stevens,  FA, 


(12)  On  14  July  1970  Captain  Scott  C.  Ha.verly,  -Inf, 
duties  as  Battalion  S-2  of  the  10th  Aviation  Battalion  (C^ 
John  B,  Shinabor^or,  CE, 

0.  Dhit  Strength: 


_ assvp.od 

ren  Captain 


Authorized  and  present  for  duty  civilian  and  rilitary  strength  as 
of  31  July  1970  is  listed  bclov. 
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192D  CO(AH) 

19 

17 

51 

u 

218 

202 

288 

263 

198TH  MED  DET 

1 

1 

0 

0 

7 

,8 

8 

c 

# 

243RD  AW  CO(ASH) 

15 

U 

26 

17 

4227 

176 

268 

207 

281ST  AW  CO(AK) 

19 

18 

51  14^)  45 

218 

192 

288 

255 
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ih  SUBJECT:  Cporr.tionnl  Report  -  LosBons  Loomod,  10th  Aviation  Battalion 
(Conbp.t),  Period  &ding’31  July  1970,  nCSt  GSrO!U65(ie) 


DAC  VN 

AUTH/ASCD  AUTH/ 
0  0  6 


3RD  NATL 


CONIIUCTOR 


0 

10 

10 

,0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

ID* 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

u 

U 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

3 

0 

_ 2... 

0 

0 

62 

62 

0 

“o 

0 

0 

CIVILIiJ 

JU.  ■  - 

HHC,  lOTH  1B(C) 
48TH  AVN  CO(AH) 
92D  AVN  CO(AH) 
155TH  AVN  CO(AH) 
192D  m  CO(AH) 
243RD  AVN  CO(ASR) 

TOTAL 


Thoro  arc  two  toehnlcal  roprcaontivoB  worWng  <rlth  the  battalion 

f.  Aircraft  Status  ne  of  31  July  1970, 

DHIC  OR58  DHIH  CH47 

_ _ JlWH/ASGn  AWB/MSD  Xm/tSO)  tWH/MOD 

ifflC,  lOTH  /S(C)  00  33  01  00 

48TH  AVN  CO(.yi)  8  6  0  0  23  22  0  0 

92D  AVN  CO(AH)  8  7  -  0  0  23  21  0  0 

155TH  AVN  CO(AH)  8  7  0  0  23  21  0.0 

l^D  AVN  CO(AH)  8  7  0  0  23  22  0  0 

243RD  AVN  CO(ASH)  0  0  2  2  0  0  l6  16 


TOTAL 


Operational  Statistics 


SORHES  FICWT 
HOURS  FIOWN 
TROOPS  LIFTED 
CARGO  LIFTED(TOfTS) 

ohm;  m 

8AKPANS(DB8I/1)AMAGED) 
STRUCTORSdJEST/bAMAGED) 
AIRCRAFT  LOST 
AIRCRAFT  D/J(AGED 


18,527 

6,315 

22,389 

1,643 

25 

0 

0 

2 

6 


7,022  6,605  5,837  3,038  6,292 

22,279  27,590  16,858  22,568  28,892 

478  454  .  587  8,420  10,303 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


6,292 

28,892 

10,303 

12 

0 

1 

1 

U 

0 


2,  Lessons  Loambdr  ConnshdcM  Observations,  Valuations,  and  Roconrendetions 
(r.)  (U)  Personnel  I  None 

(b)  (C)  Intolligonco  I 

(l)  Obson'ations  I 

(a)  The  onory  has  generally  rovorted  to  Phase  I  of  Cuerrilla  Varforo  in 
Southern  Military  Region  II  (MR  II ),  enploylng  his  forces  in  snail  unit  conflg- 
tarations, 

(b)  Capabilities:  The  cnony  is  capable  of  noncuvorlng  snail  units  in 
tlio  Con  Ranh  Bay/Dong  Ba  Thin  area  dtirlng  periods  of  United  visibility  when 

5  .  - 
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SOBJBCTi  Oper^.tlonr.l  Report  -  Icsnona  le'xmod,  IMh  Avintlon  Battalion 

he  cnn  rermln  undected  by  friendly  ''nbuah  rntroie.  "Tio  onory  hee  llnlted 
hie  attacks  on  Done  Bn.  Thin  dur^ne  this  rcobrtlnff  period  to  that  tine 
Innedlntoly  followlnr:  the  period  of  least  Itinnr  llitnlnatlon,  usually  botveen 
the  sixth  and  thirteenth  of  the  nonth, 

(c)  Tactics »  The  onnny 'arbushoa  convoys  to  obtain  necess''ry  war  nnteriols 
Bo  also  conducts  strndioff  rocket  .and  mertnr  ottneks  conbinrd  with  sanoer 
attacks  on  U»S,  and  Allied  Installations,  '’nd  enpleys  terror  tactics  on  indig¬ 
enous  personnel  to  gain  required  support. 

(2)  Evaluation:  i.  .  f 

(a)  An  aggressive  obaorvaticn/survoll‘''’ncc  orograr  vlli  hinder  eneny 
novenents  Into  tho  Ca»"  Rnhh  Ba.y/Dong  Pa  '^hln  area  and  i/lll  orovldo  a  ready 
reaction  capability  against  hostile  at +ncks  on  P,*:,  and  .Allied  Installations. 
This  prograTi  Includes  direct  intordictlor  o**  known  Infllratlon  routes  by” 
helicopter  gunshlps  and  Indirect  Interdiction  hv  aerial  adjusted  artlllary. 

(3)  Hecbimcridatlonsi  ftn  alrbomo  patrol  be  sste.bllsV'od  dWl.ng  the  hours 

of  darkness  to  doet,  nonltor,  and  destroy  cncry  patrols  Inflltratlnt.  Into 
local  aroa.  '  , 

(4)  Connand  Action: 

The  10th  AB(C)  is  developing  a  Standard  Operating  Procedure  for  night 
deployment  of  the  battalion  assets  contingencies.  A  nightly  dusk  patrol 
composad  of  an  0H«S8A  Light  Observation  Helicopter  anJ'two  UHlC  armed  hell* 
copters  perform  reconnaissance  of  suspected  infiltration  routes  In  the  Dong 
Be  Thin  area.  Night  Observation  surveillance  Is  provided  by  an  0*1  Bird  Dog 
end  a  UHIH  Helicopter  with  a  Night-Hawk  system  which  Includes  a  door  mounted 
mlnl-gun,  a  million  and  a  half  candle  power  xenon  search  light  end  an  infrared 
night  vision  device.  Surveillance  Is  conducted^ from  2200  hours  to  0400  hours  > 


nightly. 

C. 

(u) 

Operations:  .None 

(u) 

Organl  zat  ion :  None 

e. 

(u) 

Trairlrr:  None 

'  f. 

(U) 

Logistics: 

(l)  Observations:  ,  ’ 

Sevorrl  recent  operation®  brvp  rcnii5rt>d  rrf'.icMng  of  o.^rcraft  ot  r  PT 
awip,''  from  n  nojor  POT  buTk  diptrlbiitlon  nclrt,  ’'inirlzihr  blade.  t5j".c  "jid 
turn  .around  tir.c  f^r  tincly  insort/?or  t)f  troepp  h.os  nr.ccr-^lt.atod  the  use  of 
those  rocoto  POL  sites.  Duo  +c  +’v'  nresent  doctrine  of  the  Car  Panh  Bay 
Support  Coiraand,  logistics  support  of  forward.  POI'  opera"* Ions  Is  vlrt.U''Tly 
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non-existent,  Thuft  the  task  of  providing  POL  oquiprent,  porspimol,  md  .  ^ 
resupply  of  POL  at  forward  refueling  areas  has  fallen  upon  the  10th*AB(C), 

This  roquirenent  for  log!  stic  support  places  a  severe  donand  on  the  nission  ' 
capability  of  the  10th  AB(C)  as  tho  battalion  is  not  authorliod  equlFcent  r 
ond  personnel  needed  to  support  it, 

(2)  Evaluation  J  , 

At  present,  all  forward  area  refueling  oquipnont  is  drawn  on  USAIP^  180 
day  loan' and  POL  handlers  mist  bo  pWvidod  by  the' personnel  of  the  aviation 
companies.  Twice  the  battalion  has  boon  required  to  furnish  CH-47'8  to  eorry 
500  gallon  blivets  to  forward  refuel  area  when  an  adequate  wnd  existed  that 
would  pemit  ground  transportation  via  5,000  gallon  tubers.  It  Is  noted  that 
the  45th  General.  Support  Group  provides  all  necessaiy  logistic  support  to  tho 
52d  Aviation  Battalion  in  MR  II  North,  This  includes  the  provision  of  persenrcl 
and  qqulpcent  ond  its  installation  at  all  forward  aroas,  ^ 

(3)  RocoifRondations ! 

(a)  It  is  dosirablo  that  tho  54th  General  Support  Group  provide  the  POL 
oquipo':nt  and  personnel  to  install,  operate,  «nd  nointain  a  forward  area  for 

a  forward  area  refueling  syston,  as  well  as  the  resupply  of  POL  fron.tho  nearest 
bulk  delivery  point.  Higher  headquarters  should  initiate  this  action, 

(b)  An  altomrti’/o  proposal  is  t  at  the  10th  AB(C)  be  ou-tho^lsod  by  >W0E 
tho  additional,  personnel  and  equipnent  nocogsory  to  stistain  forward  araa  re¬ 
fueling  and  resupply, 

(4)  Comand  Action  1 

This  urit  will  retain  and  continue  to  operate  180  dry  USMT'  lean  eouipnent 
until  such  tine  that  a  sctlsfastory  arrangement  has  been  devised.  For  this 
battalion  to  adequately  a.cconpllsh  its  nlsalon,  it  is  necessary  that  ^rward 
POL  points  bo  Available  upon  request,  -  ' 

g,  Conmxrlcntionsi  None  ,  ' " 

< 

H,  Medical  t  None  ^ 

t  ,  ,  , 

f 

I,  Matorinli  None 

J,  Other  I  None 


'/JACK  A,  VAIKER 
LTC,  Inf 


Conn^nd^ng  ^ 
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AVBaCB-SC  (13  Aug  70)  Ut  Ind 

SUBJECT:-  Oi^ratlonal  Raport-Lasions  Loamed  of  10th  Aviation  Battalion 

(Combat)  for  Ptriod  Ending  31  JulyJ970,.aCS  iJSFOR^  (Rl)  (U)" 

DA,  HLAOQU^^,  17TH  AVIATION  GROUP  (COiBAT),  AK)  96240  23  Ai^uat  1^70 


TO:  Dapartment  of  tha  Ax^  (aCSFOR,  p(i),  Washington,  D.C.  2Q315  ' 
Cooaanding  General,  I  Field' Foroe  Vietnam,  APO  96350 


(U)  This  headquarters  has  reviau^  the  attached  report,  considers  It 
adequate  and  concura  with  the  contents  except  as  Indicated: 

a.  Paragraph  1(c),  Operations:  Significant  Activities. 

(1)  The  reference  in  Para  1a(2),vto  "Operation  BAGIE  70-1",  shouU 
read '"OpeAtion  Ook  Surl  70-1",  the  official  tltle^of  the  operatloh.' 

« 

I  (2)  The  reference  In  Para  1a(4),  to  "Operation  Handcock  Gold", 
should  read  fHaneock  Gold".  i 

(3)  Paragraph  1a(6)  should  contain  more  data  on  the  disposition  of 
eneDQr  units  and  their  movement. 

b.  Paragraph  2,  Lessons  Leam^  Commander's  Observations,  Evalua- 
tloiis  and  Heconnendatlons:  Cqncurl^th  recomoondatlons  stated  in  Para^ 
graph  2f(2).  This  problem  should  be  resolved  at  Field  Foroe  level.  ^ 
Past  attempts  to  eoohllnate  support  for  forward  refuel  andjream  faclli- 
Mos  ytipi  ^am  Ranh  Bay  Support  Comoa^  have  been  unsuccossfoL. 


FOR  THE  CONKAIOER: 


CP: 

CO,  10th  AB(C) 


o 


Avnuoc-HIST  (23  Aug  70)  2d  Ind 

SUBJECTS  (>p»ratioiiikl  R«port-Ltasons‘LaaxtMdf  Baadquartortf  lOth  Aviation 
BattUion  (CoBbat),  Period  Ending  31July  1970,  RC3,  GSF0Bf45 
(R2)  (U) 

DA,  8oad(iaanora,  I  PiOld  Foi^oe  Vletnan,  APO  S.F.  96350  ^ 

lOt  CoBMBding  Oonoral,  lat  Aviation  Brigade,  APO  96384” 


Thia  headtioartere  haa  vavieuid  and  evaluated  aubjeot  Operational  Report- 
Leaaona  learned  and  fonauding  indoraeaent  and  oonoura,  exoept  para  2(r)i 
The  eitabliateent  °aad  oparatioD  of  forward  refnel  pointa  ia  the  reapo&r 
aibility  of  tha  pz«daB|lAant  uaer.  Tho  aupport  oonnanda.  preyide  Wboleiale 
POL  aupport  only*  T^  operation  of  retail  reldel  pointa  by  impport  oonawnda 
in  the  paat-haa  been  dobe  aa  an  exoeptipn  to  policy.  The  auppocb  oooaanda 
do  not  bate  unita  authoriaad  to  draw  the  eqaipaent  heoeaaary  to  operate  a 
forward  refuel  point*  OuatoaMra  of  the  auj^rt  oonnanda  nay  draw  the  a^^ 
aant  on  a  tanporary  loan  baaia  or  by  nodifieation  to  the  TOiS.  Reoooaend 
10th°A'#h  Eb  (GBT)  autnit  appropriate  nodifieation  to  the  unit  TOAS. 


FOR  TRl  OOMUHDAt 

o 


ROBERT  P.  OlIN 


CPT,  AGC 

Asstf-  aG 


1  -  00, 17IH  AVN  OP  (c),  Tubs  orll)  >  * 
1  -  CO,  lOTH  AVN  bn  (C),  (I£SS  ORLL) 


.X 


*•*«*#»• 


/  ' 

/  I 


AVBAGC-0  (13  Au^O)  3d  Ind 

K/  SUBJECT?  t  Optxmtlonal  Biport  -  Lbuqrp  lMzn«d|  HMdq:i»rt«n»  10th  ArlAtion 

V  Bftttidlaa  (Ooiibat),  Fsziod  biding  31  JtOy  197O,  BOS,  C8rQB.63 

(B2)  (U) 

BAf  BBABQJttBXBBS,  lEtT  AVIATIOB  BBIGABE,  APO  96364  15  SEP  1970 

TOi  '  Cooaaadlng  0«n«xal,  thlted  States  Azny  Tietnam,  AITNi*  ATBIJO-SST, 

APO  ,  96375 

!•  This  headquarters  has  reprieved  stdijeot  report  and  oonours  with  the  ocntents 
as  Indorsed*  ' 


2*  The  following  additional  comment  is  oonsidered  pertinent  t 


Paragraph  2(f)  address^  problene  assooiated  with  forward  refueling  points* 

This  headquarters  oonours  with  I  ITV  and  is  advising  the  major  subordinate  oonmand 


of  options  available  to  resolve  this  problem* 

%  . 

FOR  THE  OOHMINlIRi 


/ 


^RREN  A.  PETERSON 
CI’T,  AGO 
ASST  AG 


,  / 
■  / 


/ 


•/ 


AVHDO-DO  ( 13  Au«  70)  Vth  Ind 

SUBJIOrr  OptmtioMtl  teport  -  Umaam  L«»m«d.  lOIR  Aviation  Battalion 
(Oortat),  Porlod  Mdlnc  31  July  197O,  RCSi  GSroB-65  (B2) 

Hoadquartox*!  Unltod  StatM  Any  Vlotnaa»  APO  San  Pxanclaoo  96375  10  NOV  1970 

TO  I  Conaandor  In  Chief  r.  Onltod  Statoa  Any  Pnclflc,  Anii  GPQP-OT( 

^  .  96558 

1«  This  Hoadquaxton  haa  nvlovod  Iho  Opontlonad  Ropdrt-Loaaona  Loaned 
for  the  qnaxterly  iKTlod  eodlnc  31  July  1970  ^xoa  Hea^uartent  10th 
Aviation  Battalion  (Ooabat)  and.  ooaaents  of  IndoniBC  hoadquartent 

-  ,  ''•v.  . 

2.  Refexmee  Itea  ooneenlnc  "Icglatics;”  paite  6,  p^nknaph  2f(l)i 
Rdnoonour  with  reooaaandatlan  that  y»th  Gnexal'  Support  Group  provide  POL 
equlpamt  aad  pexaooael  to  install*  operate*  and  ealntaln  fomazd  ana 
nfuellac  ayatene  in  auppdrt  of  the  10th  Avlatlop  Battalion.  ~  Units  of 
the  GS  Group  an  not  equipped  or  staffed  to  opente  foxaaxd  Class  III 

points.  Oonour  that  fonard  Class  III  points  be  supported  by  5«000  gallon 
tanken  ahea  tasker  assets  and  xoad/oonvoy  seeurlty  penlt.  Concur  alth' 
proposal  that  HTOI  aotlon  be  Initiated  to  authorise  Class  III  penonnel  and 
equlpssnt  to  provide  for  fonl^  area  refueling  opentlons  Incident  to 
the  10th  Aviation  Battalion's 'alsslons.  The  problea  should  not  be 
resolved  at  I  Field  force  level  ^t  should  be  resolved  by  the  lOth 
Aviation  Battalion  aubalttiag  RTOE  aotlon  through  the  chain  of  ooaaand. 

Unit  has  been  ao  advised. 


FOR  THf  OOmARBERi 


Cy  fuxni 
1st  Avn  Bde 
10th  Avn  Bn 


Cap'cin  ACC 
AeeStifH  Adjut*r>t  General 
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GPOP-DT  (13  Aug  70)  5th  Ind  (U) 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report-Let.ona  LeVrned,  10th  Aviation 

PerioJ'EniJnMi-j;;;  1,70 

HQ,  US  Army,  Pacific,  APO  San  Francisco  96558  11  DEC  1i/f 

of  the  ArmJl‘^WashinlJjn!  D?%f ‘*'2031^*^“*’"*”*  *  ®*P«'tment 

This  headquarter,  concur,  in  subj.ct  report  as  indorsed. 
for  t’HE  commander  in  CHIEF: 


,/m-^ 

4e  ZxM.  ozAn 

'  CPI,  AOC 
Asst  AO 
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OROANIZitTICNtf.  CKAHI 


UNIT 

LOCATION 

i£0 

iq,  lOTH  AbC 

Dong  Ba  Thin,  RVN 

96377 

HQ,  ft  HQ  Co,  lOTH  ABC 

Dong  Ba  Thin,  RVN 

96377 

130IH  NED  UST  0/A 

Dong  Ba  Thin,  RVN 

96377 

r 

339TH  AVN  EAST  (DIV) 

Dong  Ba  Thin,  RVN 

%yn 

4811i  aviation  COhPAljY 
(ABSAULT  HELICOPTER) 

Ninh  Hoa,  RVN  — 

96240 

286TH  MEO  DET  O/A 

Ninh  Hoa,  RVN 

96240 

92ND  AVIAHON  COMPANY 
(ASbAULT  HELIOUrTER) 

Dong  Ba  Thin,  RVN 

96yn 

X55TH  AVIATION  COMPANY 
(AbbAULT  HELICOPTER) 

1 

Ban  Me  Thuot,  RVN 

96297 

' 

8Th  ICO  1£T  O/A 

Ban  Me  Thuot,  RVN 

96297 

192ND  AVIATION  COMPANY 
(AbSAULT  HELiCOPTLK) 

Phan  Thiet,  RVN 

96317 

196TH  PiED  ^ 

Phan  Thiet,  RVN 

96317 

363RO  aVN  CET  (DIV) 

Phan  Thiet,  RVN 

96317 

243RD  AVIAHON  COMPANY 
(assault  support  FELICOPTBl) 

1 

Doi^  Ba  Thin,  RVN 

>  o 

96377 

281ST  AVIATION  COIJ’ANY 
(ASSAULT  HELICOPTER) 

1 

Nha  Trang,  RVN 

96240 

Incl  1 
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Optratlonal  Report  -  Lettont  Leemed,  HQ,  10th  Aviation  Battalion 


4.  aetcmaTivi  Man*  rnv*  •!  nftH  m4  tociMt**  *imj 

Exparlancaa  of  unit  anaaaad  in  counterlnsursancy  oparatlona  1  May  to  31  July  1970. 


iWT’ki::  i.TTTnjTTi 


"rr^Tnnw.’TTi 


CO,  10th  Aviation  Battalion 


13  August  1970 

*■ 

S.>Naj*CT  M*. 

..  N/A 

a 

"S. 

\ 

•  I.  fuaakCMtMTAMT  MOTtS  , 

N/A 

If.  S^ONtOfllNC  MltlTARV  ACTIVITY 

DAp  OACSFORp  Washington^  D.C* 

20310 

